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t-ns¥ coaglon flapsdnaya Cblasy/ as of December 1944, contained 55 to
23, Up <2 thls peried, the primary agricultural yleld vas potatocs.
These wagatables wars coasidered_the most important crope of the regicn.
per hartare /2.7 acreg/ varied frem 600 to 650 pud per hectare
1.2 zhaxt tong/.

The :rop' nex” in impartance And yield was cabbage, The yield per heciara
varixd frem 400 Y= 450 pud /7.2 to 8.1 short t .

Onions, sucumber:, Sarrots, radishes and cther garden varisties were alvays
grown in sufficient quantity for domestio consumption. Hay, barley, wheat
and beans were sufficisnt to meet regional needs.

Under state srganization the govkhozes gave 606 of their total yileld to the
state. The ramaining 4Of was distributed and divided amoag the 150 o 200
sovkhozniks who worked the farm. Kholkhozniks, on the other hand, were
peraitted to retain the yield from one-fourth of a hectare and sell it in

the open narket 1f they desired. Eowever, if the Kholkhoses wers short in their
presoribad quotas, the khelkboznik suffered in thet he hed to compsneate

for the overall less by using the yield which haed originally been alloted to
him, that i5 the one-fourth of a hectare z'h.tch under law belonged to him

was used to fulfill the overall quota. /The kholkhosnik was anxious tc -
fulfill the state impinged nara to protect himself egainst charges of sabotage./

During the WWII pariod when German farces occupied the Smelensk and Vitebsk
regions, many scskhosnik: and kholkhosuiks were killed. Those who ware not
molested by the Garmans fared exceptionally vell. The Germans deemed the
continued sxistencs ef an already organized farning unit as necessary.
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Consequently the ssttlers were encouraged to provide livestock and produce
for the occupiars of the region. Since the Germans were not too familiar
with the schematic organization and productivity of the state farms s the
aettlers divided the land, the livestock angd agricultural implements among
thémselves. They, of co‘urag, met the ‘Trequirements as imposed by the Germans
and had plenty for themselves. ‘

It 15 estingtad that oyer 300 thousgnd top egrioulturalists [arners ana
agronomistg/ are now /November 1953/ in Soviet‘concentration”cmps. . Several
months ago Nlkita Kruschev practically acknowledged the above by stating in
the press that lerge mmbers: of agriculturalists from the Western USSR were

in prison bscause they were considered enemies of the Soviet State. In
September 1953 50 t 1 agricultural workers were sent to the Western

USSR. ﬂ the underiving rasson fer this is not Lucauss of 2
shorvage in queiiiiea L Lrmen these wWorkers are Gonsidered
raliable by the govervnent which intends to place thew in key Splee woauslcial

to the edminiziratia,

The majer agricultural centers of the Zapadnays Oblast served &8 head-
quarters for Plant Disesse Control. The ‘chief ‘organization,0del Po: Borbye
Vridytelynsyas Rostenyani /organization to combat and control crop infestatiog?
had from 12 te 15 agrononiats stationed at Smolensk.. . Whenever an agronomist
at one of the sovkhozes discovered a plant diseagse, he was instructed to
nctify OPBVR at Smolensk immediately. ' The Smelensk office in turn dispatched
oxperts to the sovkhoz to deteraine the tature of the disease and to -effect
sontral. If in the opinfon el the Tegional experts the disease was critical,
ths Oblast 2gronomists todk ‘cvew; ~=* « & o ‘

Bath of the Oblasts in the USSR hed an excellent agricultural college pricr
t2 WWII. 1In the Zapadnaya Oblast Smolensk had a fine doultural cellage.

the surriculum of each agricultural college was propared to fit
the nsads sf thy surrounding territory, consequently the gradustes of thess
=1ELol Le mast instancas ware 1anigned to positions within the oblast,

Tha moet prezaisnt d1aes:ss among crops in the Smolensk or Viﬁabsk gectors
ware: ’ - .

a, -Pot ate mat

b. Oabbags - w.rme and bugs during tho month of July
2. Flax -~ zuei whish began in July

d. Grein: -~ rust,

- end -
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